
Edwina Hart MBE CStJ AC / AM 
Gweinidog yr Economi, Gwyddoniaeth a Thrafnidiaeth 

Minister for Economy, Science and Transport  
 
 

 

Bae Caerdydd • Cardiff Bay 

Caerdydd • Cardiff 

CF99 1NA 

English Enquiry Line  0845 010 3300 

Llinell Ymholiadau Cymraeg  0845 010 4400 

Correspondence.edwina.Hart@Wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Wedi’i argraffu ar bapur wedi’i ailgylchu (100%)                            Printed on 100% recycled paper 

Eich cyf/Your ref  
Ein cyf/Our ref  

 
 
 
Assembly Members 

  

 
Dear Assembly Member 
 
I noted the exchange at the Enterprise and Business Committee on 21 
November in regard to the TEN-T framework and I wanted to take the 
opportunity to put the record straight.   
 
The Welsh Government has been actively engaged in discussion about the 
new TEN-T framework since 2010.   
 
Our priority has been to ensure that we maximise the opportunity for funding 
by ensuring that key routes and hubs are included on the Core Network map.  
It is inclusion on the Core Network that defines access to funding.   

 
Through our engagement in the process we have secured the inclusion of 
additional routes and hubs in the Core Network, for example earlier this year 
the Commission confirmed the inclusion of the rail passenger route to 
Holyhead. 

 
Inclusion on a Corridor does not affect our ability to bid for funding, as the 
Commission confirmed.  The Corridors are a mechanism to aid implementation 
of projects and are particularly relevant for routes that cross multiple Member 
States on one land mass.  This is less relevant for the UK. 

 
If what the Commission officials have said about the removal of Wales from 
the UK Corridor is true, that is regrettable.  However, the Commission did 
confirm that we will still be able to access the data and advice available for a 
corridor if we wish, and we will do so if that is to Wales’ advantage.  
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We are focusing our effort on making the most of this investment opportunity 
and securing support for projects in Wales.  The Welsh Core Network includes 
the Crewe-Holyhead main line and we are already developing a business case 
for investment.  Discussions on the possibility of TEN-T funding to support the 
development of this project have already started.  Similarly, improvements to 
the rail line beyond Swansea were pre-notified to the Commission and 
included on the list of potential projects recently published by the Commission.     
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


